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Woodmancote

None of the site options are within reasonable walking distance to the majority of services and facilities available in the
settlement239 and as such are unlikely to reduce reliance on the private vehicle with the potential for a minor negative
effect against SA Objective 4.
There is no railway station in the settlement. All site options are within good walking distance (400m) of bus stops which
provide regular services to settlement such as Cheltenham and Hatherley 240. This has the potential to reduce the need
to travel by private vehicle, and therefore there is the potential for a minor positive effect against SA Objective 5 for all
site options.
Development at any of the site options has the potential to increase traffic. Evidence 241 suggests that there are no
capacity issues in or immediately around Woodmancote. Evidence 242 also suggests that there is an element of
uncertainty for all site options around the capacity of each site to provide satisfactory access to the existing road
network. It is considered that suitable mitigation is provided through JCS, TBP and LTP3 policies, and available at the
project level to ensure that there will be no significant negative effects; potential for a residual neutral effect against SA
Objective 6 for all site options with an element of uncertainty until more detailed site level details and assessments are
available.
JCS evidence does not suggest that Woodmancote will be affected by an increase in emissions as a result of JCS
development243. Development at any of the site options has the potential to increase emissions. However, mitigation is
available through the higher level GCT JCS Policy SD14 which will address air pollution and Policy INF1 which will
promote sustainable transport use, mitigating against potential negative effects on air quality for all site options, with
likely residual neutral effects.
None of the site options are located within any Surface Water Safeguard Zones, Ground Water Safeguard Zones or
Water Protection Zones244; potential for a neutral effect against SA Objective 8 for all site options.
None of the site options are located within or adjacent to an area of flood risk 245, and is unlikely to affect flood risk in the
wider catchment; potential for a neutral effect against SA Objective 9 for all site options.
None of the site options are located within or adjacent to any internationally, nationally, regionally or locally designated
sites for nature conservation values 246. All of the site options however contain greenfield land with hedgerows and trees,
development at any of the site options have the potential for the severance of green infrastructure. It is considered that
suitable mitigation is provided through JCS and TBP policies and available at the project level to ensure that there will
be no significant negative effects on biodiversity. It is also considered that any of the site options have the potential to
incorporate and enhance green infrastructure as part of development. Any proposal for development at the site options
should seek to retain existing hedgerows and trees where possible. Potential for a residual neutral effect against SA
Objective 10 for all site options.
All of the site options are located within a Special Landscape Area in close proximity to the AONB, development at the
sites is likely to affect the setting of the AONB. Site option 4 is located on Green Belt land 247 adjacent to the urban area
and encroaching upon open countryside, and the Green Belt Review concluded that the release of the site from the
Green Belt would have a low moderate effect on the purpose of the Green Belt 248. It is also in close proximity to the
AONB. Evidence249 suggests that site option 4 has low landscape and medium visual sensitivity impacts, and site
options 1a and 1b are considered to have high landscape sensitivity impact and medium visual sensitivity impact. It is
considered that all sites have the potential for a negative effect against SA Objective 11, especially given the elevated
topography of the AONB to the east, however the effect will be minor due to the small size of site options 1a and 1b,
and the evidence suggesting site option 4 will have a low effect on the Green Belt. None of the site options contain or
are adjacent to any designated heritage assets, the site options are also not located within or adjacent to a
Conservation Area250. The site options have been identified as having the potential to contain unknown heritage assets,
and it has been recommended that assessments should be undertaken before development is allowed 251. Potential for a

neutral effect against SA Objective 12 for all site options.Woodmancote may contain areas with sand and gravel mineral
deposits252, however these are not safeguarded for future access or use. None of the site options contain any best and
most versatile agricultural land 253. Potential for a minor positive effect against SAObjective 13. The extent of this effect is
considered to be greater for site option 1b and 6 which contain areas of brownfield land.
SUMMARY: Overall, accessibility is a particular issue for development at Woodmancote. Although the site options have
good access to bus connections, there is uncertainty whether the sites are considered likely to reduce reliance on the
private vehicle given the limited services and facilities on offer in the settlement. There are no identified traffic or
capacity issues for the site options, however there is an element of uncertainty for all site options as there are issues
providing satisfactory access to the existing road network. No significant issues were identified against the topics of
water quality, flooding, heritage, land and soils or biodiversity, although it is recommended that any proposal for
development at the site options seek to retain existing hedgerows and trees where possible. All of the site options are
considered to have the potential for a minor negative effect on the landscape, especially considering the elevated
topography of the AONB to the east and because all sites are located within a Special Landscape Area.
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