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Introduction
Woodmancote lies slightly to the North Ea$tCheltenham at the foot of the Cotswolds escarpment.

Whilst settlements in the immediate area date back to 100AD the first evidence of Woodmancote itself starts around 1170ADvaddesignated as a separate tithing.
Traditionally the village hagyacultural routes serving the Delabere and Haymes estates in neighbouring Southam. This evolved into large apple adatidedsyaaking.
a2NBE NBOSydGte /tSS@S 1Attt 0SOFYS I KSI fhgeiturg Today, BeNdiage istnonekeldety aind Yetté& BducatedQHar id & S &
previous generations but the enduring influence over the whole communitgusthe residents feel part dhe dramatic landscape around them.

Cheltenham is roughly 6 miles distast is for some witim walking or cycling distance but easily accessible by car or bus. The M5 is to the North West of Woodmancote.
can be accessed via Junction 9, 10 an¢hthiough junction 10 is a Northbound access dnrlifinchcombe lies just over 4 miles away in anayg Easterly direction.

The primary routes out dVoodmancoteare via

i Station Road under the Railway Bridge through Bishops Cleeve
1 Two Hedges Road over the Railway through Bishops Cleeve
1 New Roado the B4632 Winchcombe to Cheltenham

The roads anthnes that link Woodmancote to these neighbouring places can be very congesgtedially at peak times which are exacerbated by the locations of
Woodmancote Primary School next to the Railway Bridge on Station Road and Cleeve Secondary school jedirmges tin Two Hedges Road

Secondary routes are classic HoH@vay Lanes on the Cotswold Escarpment:

9 Bushcombe Lane
1 Stockwell Lane
i Gambles Lane

These lanes have no pavements, are steep, sometanetentious andn placesdangerous.

{ Ay OS 1 K Sillagethpsg@drainatially Each new development has added changes to the character of the village, each has attracted criticism. Each
development has flourished and nurtured generations throtighlocal schools. Each development has found a plat@srcharacter assessment and as such adds to the
sumtotal of the character of the village. There are many houses of character in Woodmancote, houses of interest and of ilettusatiin and historically. Howevghey
can only be lived in by one famit a time while being looked on by many from the outside. The character of the village is as much down to the populasiomths

built and natural environments.
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History
Thefollowing Section is taken from the local historical record and Hugh®é Y Qa4 G ¢ KS 2 28 BRI D2 G 8§ RINBRNDANE 2F . A aK2 LJ
2 22RYIy.020S¢

The boundaries of Woodmancote have moved over the millennia and so this historic statement covers what is now Woodmaiacess dnat might have once been
considered Woodmancote to all intents and purposes.

HISTORY OF

The BISHOP’S CLEEVE AND
Woocfnmote il WOODMANCOTE

Hugh Denham

Figurel:Front Cover of The Woodmancote Book by Hugh Denham and A History of Bishops Cleeve and WoodmancdteAlgriedvid



The earliest evidence of a settlement is Rorfram 100AB400AD on the field known as Wiremead between Gambles Lane and Haymes. There was an archaeologic:
excavation at this site which revealed rural life, some infant bones and 6 iron brooches. The work

concludes that these artefacts may have slippesvn the hill. Thereforgprecise locations cannot

be revealed.
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the fact that technically it may sit outside the boundaries. It dates back to Bronze Age Age

and therefore preRoman. Excavations have been very limited but there have still been some
material artefacts discovered and reported.
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11 The ramparts on Nottingham Hill in 1913. Today the undergrowth masks their
shape. Edward ]. Burrows in his book The Ancient Entrenchments and Camps of
Gloucestershire refers to an excavation herc in 1863 — another lost investigation

More substantial evidence is collected from 1170AD onwards after Woodmancote was designated
as a separate Tithind here are records of Tithe payment to the Bishop for Woodland activities and
other small holdings.

It seems clear that significant agriculture took place around Woodmancote and this is clearly
evidenced by extensive Ridges and Furrows which can be seagrial photographs. Unlike
Southam which was dominated by Haymes and Delebere estates, Woodmancote was principally a village of small holdings.
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