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Introduction 
Woodmancote lies slightly to the North East of Cheltenham at the foot of the Cotswolds escarpment.  

Whilst settlements in the immediate area date back to 100AD the first evidence of Woodmancote itself starts around 1170AD when it was designated as a separate tithing. 

Traditionally the village has agricultural routes serving the Delabere and Haymes estates in neighbouring Southam. This evolved into large apple orchards and cider making. 

aƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ /ƭŜŜǾŜ Iƛƭƭ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ άwŜǎƻǊǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлth century. Today, the village is more elderly and better educated than in 

previous generations but the enduring influence over the whole community is how the residents feel part of the dramatic landscape around them. 

Cheltenham is roughly 6 miles distant, so is for some within walking or cycling distance but easily accessible by car or bus. The M5 is to the North West of Woodmancote. It 

can be accessed via Junction 9, 10 and 11 (although junction 10 is a Northbound access only). Winchcombe lies just over 4 miles away in a vaguely Easterly direction. 

The primary routes out of Woodmancote are via  

¶ Station Road under the Railway Bridge through Bishops Cleeve 

¶ Two Hedges Road over the Railway through Bishops Cleeve 

¶ New Road to the B4632 Winchcombe to Cheltenham 

The roads and lanes that link Woodmancote to these neighbouring places can be very congested especially at peak times which are exacerbated by the locations of 

Woodmancote Primary School next to the Railway Bridge on Station Road and Cleeve Secondary school just over the bridge on Two Hedges Road 

Secondary routes are classic Hollow-Way Lanes on the Cotswold Escarpment:- 

¶ Bushcombe Lane 

¶ Stockwell Lane 

¶ Gambles Lane 

These lanes have no pavements, are steep, sometimes contentious and in places dangerous. 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ǘƘŜ village has grown dramatically. Each new development has added changes to the character of the village, each has attracted criticism. Each 

development has flourished and nurtured generations through the local schools. Each development has found a place in this character assessment and as such adds to the 

sum total of the character of the village. There are many houses of character in Woodmancote, houses of interest and of note architecturally and historically. However, they 

can only be lived in by one family at a time while being looked on by many from the outside. The character of the village is as much down to the population as it is to the 

built and natural environments. 
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History 
The following Section is taken from the local historical record and Hugh DeƴƘŀƳΩǎ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴŎƻǘŜ .ƻƻƪέ ŀƴŘ 5I !ƭŘǊŜŘΩǎ ά! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ /ƭŜŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

²ƻƻŘƳŀƴŎƻǘŜέ. 

The boundaries of Woodmancote have moved over the millennia and so this historic statement covers what is now Woodmancote and areas that might have once been 

considered Woodmancote to all intents and purposes. 

  

Figure 1:Front Cover of The Woodmancote Book by Hugh Denham and A History of Bishops Cleeve and Woodmancote by David H Aldred 
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The earliest evidence of a settlement is Roman from 100AD-400AD on the field known as Wiremead between Gambles Lane and Haymes. There was an archaeological 

excavation at this site which revealed rural life, some infant bones and 6 iron brooches. The work 

concludes that these artefacts may have slipped down the hill. Therefore, precise locations cannot 

be revealed.  

bƻǘǘƛƴƎƘŀƳ Iƛƭƭ CƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ /ƻŎŎŀΩǎ CƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƻŘƳŀƴŎƻǘŜ despite 

the fact, that technically it may sit outside the boundaries. It dates back to Bronze Age / Iron Age 

and therefore pre-Roman. Excavations have been very limited but there have still been some 

material artefacts discovered and reported. 

 

More substantial evidence is collected from 1170AD onwards after Woodmancote was designated 

as a separate Tithing. There are records of Tithe payment to the Bishop for Woodland activities and 

other small holdings. 

It seems clear that significant agriculture took place around Woodmancote and this is clearly 

evidenced by extensive Ridges and Furrows which can be seen on aerial photographs. Unlike 

Southam which was dominated by Haymes and Delebere estates, Woodmancote was principally a village of small holdings. 






































































































































